
Vision Statement for Refugee Youth Group.  

My desire is to create a safe place for vulnerable teenagers. There are so many things teens 
can do after school, some are good, but most are just playing, watching TV, hanging on their 
phones, or doing nothing. I want to create safe a space for them to engage with each other, 
and American adults in the city that they live in. My desire is also that this space is safe for 
them. 


When I say “safe space” I don’t just mean location, I mean location, people, and activities. I 
want to have a space where the teenage refugee community feels safe to be themselves, and 
not feel the need to show off or act out in front of their friends. I want to create a space where 
walls are torn down and bridges are constructed. A place where teenagers can share their 
hearts, desires, frustrations and successes without fear of getting mocked or judged. 


I also want these spaces to be a place where teenagers can see and experience the heart and 
love of Jesus. Many, if not all of these students we have been working with so far are not 
followers of Jesus, and may not know anything of Jesus at all. I want them to experience the 
love of Jesus though our actions, service and words. 


I want to see these spaces to happen each week, with the exception of some holiday weeks. I 
want these spaces to be full of laughter, play, exercise, food and discussion. I would like to see 
one American adult for each 5 teenagers. An adult who desires to mentor and love those 
different than them. The adults do not need to be cool, they just need to be present in the lives 
of these teenagers. 


I have created a proposal, attached to this email, please check it out and let me know if there 
are other questions or concerns that you have.


Phil Cunningham 
Steps of Justice/YWAM



